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Doctrine and Covenants 163.7

b. Scripture is not to be worshiped or idolized. Only God,
the Eternal One of whom scripture testifies, is worthy of
worship. God’s nature, as revealed in Jesus Christ and affirmed
by the Holy Spirit, provides the ultimate standard by which
any portion of scripture should be interpreted and applied.

c. Itis not pleasing to God when any passage of scripture is
used to diminish or oppress races, genders, or classes of
human beings. Much physical and emotional violence has
been done to some of God’s beloved children through the
misuse of scripture. The church is called to confess and repent
of such attitudes and practices.



Doctrine & Covenants Section 164.5

5 It is imperative to understand that when you are truly
baptized into Christ you become part of a new
creation. By taking on the life and mind of Christ, you
increasingly view yourselves and others from a
changed perspective. Former ways of defining people
by economic status, social class, sex, gender, or
ethnicity no longer are primary. Through the gospel of
Christ a new community of tolerance, reconciliation,
unity in diversity, and love is being born as a visible sign
of the coming reign of God.



Doctrine & Covenants Section 164.6

6 a. As revealed in Christ, God, the Creator of all, ultimately is concerned
about behaviors and relationships that uphold the worth and giftedness
of all people and that protect the most vulnerable. Such relationships are
to be rooted in the principles of Christ-like love, mutual respect,
responsibility, justice, covenant, and faithfulness, against which there is
no law.

b. If the church more fully will understand and consistently apply these
principles, questions arising about responsible human sexuality, gender
identities, roles, and relationships; marriage; and other issues may be
resolved according to God'’s divine purposes. Be assured, nothing within
these principles condones selfish, irresponsible, promiscuous,
degrading, or abusive relationships.

c. Faced with difficult questions, many properly turn to scripture to find
insight and inspiration. Search the scriptures for the Living Word that
brings life, healing, and hope to all. Embrace and proclaim these
liberating truths.



